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apostles and their immediate delegates had undis-
puted power over the Church. Now, the episcopate
was held to "be the heir of apostolic powers.1 The
apostles lived and governed after their death. The
idea that the president of the Church derives his
authority from the memlbers of the Church who have
elected him, never once appears in the literature of
this age. Thus, in virtue of the supernatural origin
of its power, the Church avoids whatever is frail and
transitory in all delegated authority. Legislative
and executive authority may spring from the multi-
tude ; but sacraments, the dispensations of heavenly
grace, have nothing in common with universal suf-
frage. Such privileges descend from heaven, or, to
adopt the Christian formula, from Jesus Christ, the
fountain of all grace and all good.

But, to speak with perfect accuracy, the bishop
had never been elected by the whole community.
The nomination by the Holy Spirit,2 that is to say,
the secret employment of electoral manoeuvres, ex-

1  Clem. Rom. Ep. i. c. 42, 44.

2  Clem. Alex. Qu-is dives sahetnr, 42.